Ruta de Oro
Weight limit: 90kg / 14.1 stone
Nearest airport: Pereira
8 days / 7 nights / 6 days riding

Riding in the hoof prints of “El Libertador” Simon Bolivar. The trail covers over 100 miles of
extremely varied terrain, passing alongside mountains and rivers, traversing lush ravines,
open grasslands and past extinct volcanos. Discover the best of this beautiful area, a world
heritage site, an area rich in culture and with a landscape that lends itself to horseback
travel. Over six days you and your horse will pass breath-taking scenery and enjoy nights
around campfires, under starlit skies and truly experience what this incredible part of the
world has to offer.

The Riding
This ride is suitable for intermediate and experienced riders. All riders should be confident
and in control while cantering out in the open and over uneven ground. The pace of the ride
is moderate with trots and canters where the terrain allows faster riding.
A good level of riding fitness is required as you’ll be spending 5-8 hours in the saddle each
day.

Guides & Group sizes
You will be guided by Marc, a member of the Long Riders’ Guild, and his local guides who
come with a wealth of knowledge and experience of the area.
Maximum number of riders on a group is 6.

Horses & Tack
The horses used on this trail are of variety of breeds, such as Appaloosas, Criollos, Paso
Finos, Quarter horses, American Paint horses and Percherons. All horses are hand-picked
and trained to respond to both English and Western riding styles.

The tack is Western/Spanish style. The saddles are tailored and hand-made specially for trail
riding.
Grooming and tacking up is optional.

Accommodation & Dining
First and last night of the trail will be spent in a stunning 150-year-old Colonial home where
you can unwind by the pool. During the trail you’ll be staying in comfortable country guest
houses, luxury yurts, farms houses and haciendas. Riders must be prepared to share
accommodation during two nights of the trail.
All meals and drinks are included in the cost of the trail. This includes breakfast, lunch and
evening meal with refreshments and drinks in the evening (wine and local beer available).
While staying in Filandia and Solento, the dinner is served in a local restaurant.
Allergies and special dietary requirements can be catered for with advance notice.
Luggage will be transported by car between overnight stops.

Itinerary
Day 1: Arrive at Puerto Caldas
You will be picked up from Pereira airport and settle into your accommodation, a 150 year
old Colonial home. Here you will have time to relax by the pool, explore the grounds and
meet your horse. Also, you will be given the chance to learn how to tack up western style.
The evening will include a poolside BBQ and an explanation of the terrain you will be
covering over the following 6 days.
Day 2: Puerto Caldas - Filandia
Depart by car after a relaxed breakfast and head to the hills of Quindio. This short transfer
will give you a chance to view the terrain you’ll be riding over the next 6 days. Arriving close
to the small idyllic town of Filandia. After lunch heading out for an afternoon sunset ride
and your first taste of trail riding in Colombia! You will ride alongside coffee, plantain and
avocado farms, open trails lead you to your spectacular accommodation to a chef prepared
evening meal.
Day 3: Filandia
Todays’ ride takes you into the “Corredor de los Monos”. Here you will ride to the sound of
howler monkeys and maybe even catch a glimpse of one. Enjoy a packed lunch out on trail
surrounded by hummingbirds, too many varieties to count. End the day at a stunning glass
fronted guest house with views over the coffee farming valleys below. Evening meal is in the
nearby picturesque town of Filandia. Vibrant and welcoming, a chance to enjoy rural
Colombian hospitality.
Day 4: Filandia – Salento Yurts
A day of wonderful variety: valleys, river crossings, wildlife and mountains. Then to top it off
by spending the evening under the stars around a campfire with the sound of your horses
grazing close by. Evening meal is in the nearby bustling tourist town of Salento, after dinner
enjoy a favourite pastime of coffee in the square watching the world go by.
Day 5: Salento Yurts – Salento guesthouse
Ride alongside rivers, trekking deep into the department of Quindio. Today takes you to the
edge of national parkland, where you will see and hear a huge variety of birdlife, cross rivers
and enjoy lunch by a hidden waterfall. End your day at a most spectacular accommodation
with stunning views over the valley below, open air jacuzzi under the stars and a chef
prepared meal.
Day 6: Salento guesthouse - Pinohermoso
Welcome to true rural Colombia. Day 6 leads you through eucalyptus lined trails high up in
the cloud forest above Salento, passing by rivers and extinct volcanos. This spectacular day
of riding ends at a luxurious farmhouse accommodation. Enjoy a relaxing evening with
dinner prepared by a chef, then head to the deck to enjoy a campfire and soak up the starlit
sky.

Day 7: Pinohermoso – Puerto Caldas
A morning ride takes you through forest and past giant wax palms and several river
crossings before reaching a secluded waterfall. From there you will ride into the town of
Salento for lunch and a chance to visit local craft stores before a tranfer takes you back to
the Colonial home in Puerto Caldas. Here you can once more make the most of the pool and
beautiful grounds. Enjoy a chef prepared evening meal and re-live the past 6 days.
Day 8: Departure
After breakfast, the transfer takes you to either Pereira airport or bus terminal depending
on your plans.

The price includes
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

6 full days of riding
Trail riding horse, Spanish/Western tack and saddlebags
Accommodation
Breakfasts
Lunches
Evening meals
Local wine and beer with evening meal
Refreshments
Airport transfers

Not included
•
•

Flights
Tips

Flights & Airport transfers
Do not book flights until you have received the Booking confirmation email from
saddletravel.com.
Generally, any arrival time and any departure time are possible. Most people tend to arrive
at Pereira early in the morning on Day 1 of their holiday and depart after breakfast on Day 8.

What to bring
We recommend wearing your riding boots when travelling and carrying one set of riding
clothing and your riding hat in your hand luggage, so should your luggage not make it to the
destination you’ll still be able to ride.
Towels are provided at all overnight stops.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Your own well-fitted hard hat (it is essential that you bring your own)
Comfortable jodhpurs or riding pants
Riding / walking boots with good grip. Waterproof footwear is recommended.
Chaps
A couple of light long sleeved shirts
A warm layer such as fleece or a jumper for higher altitudes
Waterproof coat and trousers – lightweight but good quality
Something comfortable to wear to dinner in the evenings. Warm layers
recommended.
Lightweight shoes to wear after riding
Sun block and lip balm
Sunglasses
Swimming costume
Bumbag
2 x re-usable water bottles, dimensions no bigger than 10 inches tall and 3 inches
wide.
A torch
Camera & binoculars for keen bird watchers
Waterproof pouch for phone / camera
Colombian plug adaptor
Book / eBook
Insect repellent & bite cream
Personal medication

Climate
The climate in Colombia is warm and the temperature varies very little throughout the year.
There are no hot and cold seasons. The highest temperature at daytime is usually between
25°C and 27°C and lowest temperature at night is 17°C. Please note that some parts of the
trail are in higher altitude where the temperatures can be cooler. Rains can occur at any
time of the year. From end of March to mid-December can be considered the wetter season
and from mid-December to end of March the drier season.

Health
For health and vaccine recommendations, please consult your healthcare provider at least 8
weeks before your trip.
The trail does not enter any areas affected by malaria. However, if you plan to travel to
other parts of South America before or after your riding holiday, we recommend checking
with your healthcare provider for the need of anti-malarial medication.
Country specific information can also be found at National Travel Health Network and
Centre website: https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/countries

Travel documents
For entry requirements to Colombia for UK citizens, please visit the Foreign Travel Advice
website: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/colombia/entry-requirements
For any other nationalities, please contact your local embassy to check entry requirements.
Having the correct travel documents is entirely your responsibility.

Currency & tipping
The local currency in Colombia is the Colombian Peso (COP), unlike many other South
American countries US dollars are not accepted. We recommend avoiding bringing too
much currency as your holiday is fully inclusive. We recommend bringing enough cash for
small souvenirs and any purchases at the airport. There are 2 ATMs available along your
riding route and any bigger purchases can be paid by credit card.
Tipping your guide in Colombia is customary but at your discretion.

Riding declaration
“I am confident and in control at trot and canter out in the open and over uneven ground.
I’m able to mount and dismount unaided and have a good level of current riding fitness. I do
not suffer from any illness or disability that could prejudice my safety or that of others.”

Booking conditions
You are booking with the riding holiday operator, these are their booking conditions:
Insurance
During the whole time of your expedition you are automatically insured for Public Liability and the risk to
horses is entirely ours. All riders MUST have private travel insurance that covers horse riding activities
and a copy of this must be sent with your final payment. Rancho Saman S.A.S will not act as your holiday
cancellation insurer.
Disclaimer
ALL RIDERS UNDERSTAND THAT THEY ARE FREELY CHOOSING TO TAKE PART IN AN ACTIVITY KNOWING
FULL WELL IT IS POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS AND MAY RESULT IN INJURY OR DEATH.
General conditions
1. Charges quoted are based on prices and conditions at time of quoting. If these alter we reserve
the right to offer you the choice of paying extra or accepting a full refund.
2. The expedition price includes all accommodation on trail, plus a night at our guest ranch before
and after the trail; all meals (breakfast, lunch, dinner), and drinks (wine and local beer will be
available in the evenings); airport pickup and drop off from Pereira airport, or Pereira bus
station. Flights are NOT
3. If any expedition has to be cancelled by us for reasons outside our control we will refund all
monies paid but will be under no further obligation. We strongly recommend that you purchase
cancellation insurance once you have paid your deposit which covers you against unavoidable
cancellation
4. We do not accept responsibility for flight delays or cancellations. We strongly recommend
arriving into the country prior to your expedition start date
5. You must be covered by adequate travel insurance. Insurance must include cover for horse riding
activities and cover for medical expenses and repatriation costs should you become too ill to
continue your trip. We reserve the right to cancel your expedition if we are not satisfied that you
have adequate insurance in place prior to departure
6. Medical vaccinations, passports and visas are entirely your responsibility and must be arranged
prior to departure. We can take no responsibility for cancellation of your expedition in the event
that you are not allowed to fly. If you are unable to travel due to lack of appropriate passport or
visa we reserve the right to retain the cost of the expedition
7. We shall not be liable for any loss, damage or injury sustained by any person during their
expedition. On trail riders are required to wear protective head wear
8. We reserve the right to alter routes and accommodation without notice should this become
necessary due to circumstances beyond our control
9. Horse riding and horse handling are potentially dangerous activities. Though horses offered to
customers are tried and tested for behaviour and reliability, they are hired to the rider on the
clear understanding that NO horse is ever completely reliable
10. Any guests who have been careless or untruthful in placing their signature on the Declaration of
Horsemanship will have their expedition cancelled and no refund will be due
11. We reserve the right to cancel the expedition of any rider who at any time appears to constitute
a risk to themselves, other riders or the horses. Any expenses incurred shall be the responsibility
of that rider and no refund will be made
12. We accept no responsibility for riders’ personal affects

Cancellation policy
Payment & Cancellation Terms
saddletravel.com
Holidays are confirmed with 20% non-refundable deposit.
The full balance is due 56 days before start date.
If you cancel your booking less than 56 days before the start date of your trail we are
entitled to receive full payment, less refunds as follows:
42 days or more before booking date - 50%
28 days or more - 30%
less than 28 days - nil

Travel insurance
All saddletravel.com customers are required to take out appropriate travel insurance that
covers horse riding and holiday cancellation. Proof of insurance details will be required
during booking process.

Contact details
+44 1497 888 228 WhatsApp
trails@saddletravel.com
saddletravel.com
The Coach House
Clyro Court
Clyro
Hereford
HR3 5LE
Wales
CN: 05411320
https://saddletravel.com

