
Across the Andes

Weight limit: 90kg
Nearest airport: Mendoza, Argentina

10 days / 9 nights / 6 days riding

Cross the mythical Andes mountain range from Argentina into Chile on this adventurous
expedition. Following the historic San Martin route taken by the Argentine army in 1817 to
liberate Chile from the Spanish, this is a fascinating and remote packhorse trail crossing



snow-capped peaks, rivers and valleys with camping each night in uninhabited places,
accessible only on horseback and flanked by the highest mountains in the continent. A real
challenge for intermediate riders onwards, this is one of the few itineraries which completes
the crossing in the original direction starting in Argentina and finishing in Chile.

The Riding

The riding is in the Andean High Range, an area with the highest peaks of the central Andes.
Due to the steepness of much of the terrain the pace is generally walk with some trot. The
surrounding peaks have beautiful glaciers embellishing their mountainsides. During the trail,
you will cross three mountain ranges: Paso del Espinacito 4,400 m, Cordón Limítrofe 3,500 m
and La Colorada of 3,500 m on the Chilean side. The vegetation is scarce; however, in the
marshes and wetlands, we can find a great variety of birdlife. These pastures, with their
intense green, will brighten the landscape and you can spot herds of guanacos in the
distance, as well as curious condors flying ahead.

Level of Riding and Fitness

This trail is suitable for confident intermediate to experienced riders. Although the pace is
mostly walk, the terrain is steep and some of the paths are narrow. You should be fit to ride
long hours (between 5-7 hours per day and be able to mount and dismount unaided. A
certain level of fitness/toughness is also required for the 7 nights camping which takes place
in the mountain range where all equipment is carried by packhorse or mule so facilities are
basic.



Guides & Group sizes

You will be guided by experienced, certified Argentinian guides, who are bilingual
English/Spanish and have completed the crossing many times. For sections of the trail you
will also be joined by Gauchos baquianos (local knowledgeable guides) who travel with the
group.

Group size for this trail is between 6-12 riders.

Horses & Tack

You will ride two sets of horses on the trail as it is not possible to take horses from Argentina
into Chile. On the Argentine side, you will be reading Peruvian Paso horses, bred and trained
by your hosts. You can try out the Peruvian Paso’s special gait, the paso llano, which has an
average speed of 10 to 12 km/h and allows you to move at a reasonable speed over a long
period of time. The paso llano is a harmonic four-beat gait, the centre of gravity is almost
immobile which makes it a very smooth and comfortable gait to ride.

The saddles used are similar to the Argentine gaucho saddles and the reins and bridle are
made of sole leather which is also used when getting a horse under saddle as it is light and
transmits the given helps easily to the horse’s mouth. Pelham bits with short shanks are
used so horses respond easily to soft aids.

Once you cross over to the Chilean side you’ll be riding Chilean Criollo horses, a common
breed in rural areas of Chile, especially in the central and southern part of the country. Its
muscles are completely adapted for a life in mountain areas with tough hooves and a double
coat making it very adaptable to both cold and warm dry climates. Tack used on the Chilean
side consist of traditional mountain saddles with a blanket that absorbs sweat and a very
comfortable felt pad that provides extra cushioning for the rider’s weight. On top of the
saddle, sheepskins are provided for greater comfort.

Accommodation & Dining

You’ll spend the first and last night in comfortable en-suite hotels in shared twin rooms
(single rooms available for a supplement). The hotel on the first night is in Mendoza,
Argentina and facilities include a sauna and swimming pool.

While on the trail you will spend 7 nights camping in Igloo tents (2 people per tent, single
tents available for a supplement) all camping equipment such as sleeping bags and sleeping
mats is provided. Camp also includes a dining and kitchen dome tent complete with folding
tables, complete tableware, gas stoves, kitchen utensils and lamps. At the campsites there



are no showers but water is available to wash with. Your hosts have a ‘leave no trace’ policy
to protect the environment on the trail and camps are completely dismantled each morning.

The diet for this type of expedition is mainly based on stews, carbohydrates, soups, salads,
meat and pulses. There is a hearty breakfast that includes coffee, tea, cereals, yoghurt,
cheese, marmalades, cured meat and juice. Lunch is usually a light meal served as a picnic
with soft drinks or mineral water. Dinners at the camp are prepared by your guides and are
typical local meals such as stew, hotpot, veal roast, etc. Vegetarians and other dietary
requirements can be catered for with advance notice.

Itinerary

Day 1: Arrival
Arrive at Plumerillo Airport and transfer to the oasis city of Mendoza. Depending on your
arrival time you will have a free afternoon to visit the city. In the evening, your hosts will
take you for dinner and to a tango show in one of the theatres in Mendoza. Overnight at a
central hotel with swimming pool.

Day 2
Early departure from the city of Mendoza by car to the town of Barreal, located in the south
of the province of San Juan. On the way, you will see Potrerillos, Uspallata Valley, Pampa del
Leoncito and the town of Barreal, where you’ll stop for lunch. In the afternoon arrive in Las



Hornillas; located at the foot of the Andes, this is where the trail begins. Your guides will be
waiting for you with the horses and pack mules, and you will be matched with one of the
Peruvian Paso horses. In the evening, after a delicious criollo-style dinner, you’ll spend the
night  camping. Please note the distance from Mendoza – Las Hornillas is 348 km and the car
ride duration is 7 hours approx.

Day 3
Early in the morning, the first riding day begins. You will cross the Aldeco River and head into
the black pampa until reaching the plains of Manantiales. At night, we camp near a stream.
Dinner and overnight in tents.
Distance: 17 km
Duration: 5:30 Hours

Day 4
After a hearty breakfast, descend towards Las Leñas River, passing by Peñón de San Martin.
Today will be the most intense leg of the expedition, riding along the Las Leñas river gorge.
The road becomes increasingly rocky, and you will cross the same river several times before
climbing the spectacular Paso del Espinacito (mountain pass) located at 4,500 meters
altitude, where you’ll enjoy a panoramic view towards the giant Mount Aconcagua and the
entire mountain range bordering Chile. After that, we will head into the valley to arrive at
camp in Vega Larga.
Distance: 31 km
Duration: 9:00 hours

Day 5
After breakfast, mount the horses and ride across the Yeso hills until reaching the stunning
Valle de Los Patos (Valley of the Ducks), passing by the Argentine Gendarmerie’s “Ingeniero
Sardinas” shelter. Continue riding across the plains towards Valle Hermoso, where we will
set up camp and spend 2 nights. During the ride, the highest mountain in America, the
Aconcagua (6,962 meters above sea level), is visible all the time. You can also see the peak of
Cerro La Mesa, with its vast glacier at the top.
Distance: 22 km
Duration: 8:00 hours

Day 6
Today you can spend some time enjoying the Andean sunrise, as you (and the horses) will
rest today so no need for an early breakfast. You can go fishing in the afternoon and after a
nap, the gauchos will teach the group how to throw boleadoras (bolas) or you can go for a
walk in the spectacular surroundings. Unlike the other days, you will have a large, hearty



lunch instead of a light meal, as there is no riding in the afternoon. In the evening, you’ll
enjoy a typical Argentine asado (barbeque).

Day 7
Today you will head west and reach the border with Chile at 1 pm. There you can visit a
memorial that commemorates San Martin’s heroic deed and you can see the boundary
marker between the two countries. At this point, it’s time to say goodbye to your
Argentinian horse. You will meet the Chilean huasos and muleteers who will be the local
guides for the next 3 days. After a welcome snack and drink, you’ll be matched with one of
the Chilean Criollo horses and will continue the ride along the Rocín River until reaching the
Carabineros’ outpost in Las Vegas del Ciénago. There, you will complete some paperwork for
custom formalities with the Chilean border control. You will ride for another hour until
reaching the camp in Lagunitas, where staff will be waiting for you with a delicious dinner.
Distance: 27 km
Duration: 6:30 hours

Day 8
Breakfast at 7:30 am before continuing the expedition following the course of the Rocín
River. Once you leave Lagunitas behind, you’ll cross the river twice to ascend an 1,000-metre
slope to reach the La Colorada pass, located at 3,500 m above sea level. From there, you will
have a magnificent view of the Andes Mountains, the Coastal Range and the central valleys
of Chile. After a good rest for the horses and riders, you’ll follow the Chalaco River



downstream. At about 5 pm, you’ll arrive in Maitén Bonito. Camp and dinner by a cosy
campfire.
Distance: 28 Km
Duration: 7: 00 hours

Day 9
Head out on the last riding day of the trail at about 9am and continue descending along the
Chalaco River to Los Patos. During the ride the surrounding scenery will become increasingly
lush. Once you reach Los Patos it’s time to say goodbye to the horses and transfer to
Santiago de Chile by car (a journey of approx 2 hours). Dinner and overnight at the hotel in
Santiago.

Day 10
Departure after breakfast to the airport for onward travel.

Flights & Airport transfers

The closest airport to arrive is Mendoza Airport in Argentina. The closest airport to depart is
Santiago Airport in Chile.

Please plan your flight to arrive before 7pm on the first day of your holiday.  Please try to
book departure flights for after 11am on the last day.

What to bring

Please use the packing list as a guideline, bearing in mind the time of year you are riding.

This is a pack trip where personal luggage is carried by mule. You should pack a couple of
small, lighter bags rather than one large, heavy suitcase. It is advisable to bring a backpack
or rucksack that can resist the abrasive conditions of the mule transport, and it should be
made of waterproof material in case of rain in the mountains. The total weight of the
luggage must not exceed 15 kilos per person.

• Long sleeved shirts
• Fleece/warm layers
• Waterproof jacket
• Hat and riding helmet
• Gloves
• Trekking shoes or riding boots
• Half chaps
• Flip-flops (the ones that can get wet - for washing in the river)
• Waterproof trousers
• Personal hygiene items such as soap, shampoo, toothbrush, tooth paste, etc, in small
packaging



•Towel
• Suncream
• Insect repellent
• Sunglasses
• Water bottle
• Binoculars (optional)
• Camera and spare batteries
• Head torch
• Medical and accident insurance details
• Passport with corresponding visa and a photocopy of these documents.

Climate

Between the foot and the top of the mountains, you can experience all 4 seasons in just one
day. In the evenings, the temperature inside the tent may be 2 degrees below zero, and
during the day, the weather can be sunny and warm. While riding in the afternoon, you
could be surprised by heavy rains or snowfall with thunder and lightning. On the
mountainsides, winds can sometimes be very strong and the temperature drops sharply.
Since mountains have a microclimate, bad weather is generally temporary and lasts about 3
hours on average. There can also be many warm, sunny days so you should be prepared for
all types of weather.



Health

For health and vaccine recommendations, please consult your healthcare provider at least 8
weeks before your trip.

Country specific information can also be found at the National Travel Health Network and
Centre website: https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/countries.

Travel documents

For entry requirements to Turkey for UK citizens, please visit the Foreign Travel Advice
website: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/argentina/entry-requirements

For any other nationalities, please contact your local embassy to check entry requirements.

Having the correct travel documents is entirely your responsibility.

Currency & Tipping

The local currency in Argentina and Chile is the Peso although US dollars are also widely
accepted. Your holiday is fully inclusive so we recommend not bringing too much local
currency. We recommend just bringing enough cash to have a bit of pocket money for the
first and last night, when you stay in cities.

Tipping your guide is at your discretion.

Riding declaration

“I am confident and in control at trot and canter out in the open and over uneven ground.
I’m able to mount and dismount unaided and have a good level of current riding fitness. I do
not suffer from any illness or disability that could prejudice my safety or that of others.”

Cancellation policy

Payment & Cancellation Terms

saddletravel.com

Holidays are confirmed with a 20% non-refundable deposit. The full balance is due 56 days
before the start date.

If you cancel your booking less than 56 days before the start date of your trail we are
entitled to receive full payment, less refunds as follows:

42 days or more before booking date - 50% 30 days or more - 30%

https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/countries
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/argentina/entry-requirements


less than 30 days - nil

Book with confidence – Covid Guarantee:

If the ride operator is closed or you are unable to travel due to lockdown:

1/ The deposit is reissued as a rebooking voucher to rebook anytime.

2/ Any balance payment will be refunded to you in full within 1 week of departure date.

Insurance

All saddletravel.com customers are required to take out appropriate travel insurance that
covers horse riding and holiday cancellation. Proof of insurance details will be required
during the booking process.

Contact details

+44 1497 888 228 WhatsApp
trails@saddletravel.com

saddletravel.com
The Coach House

Clyro Court
Clyro

Hereford
HR3 5LE
Wales

CN: 05411320

https://saddletravel.com

mailto:trails@saddletravel.com
https://saddletravel.com

