SADDLETRAVEL.COM

Wild Cappadocia
8 days/ 7 nights/ 6 riding
Max weight 90kg
Airport Kayseri or Nevsehir

Overview

Leaving from Guzelyurt ranch, the trail takes you around the South of Cappadocia. From the
peasants' Cappadocia to the most beautiful valleys, a succession of fantastic rock formations,
lush canyons, high plateaux, steppe-like landscape, along with vineyards and orchards, compose
a surprisingly varied route. Overlooked by the Mont Hassan, the villages reflect the Anatolian
way of life while frescoed churches and other troglodytic treasures testify of the rich past of the
area.



Enjoy long canters across the open land and navigate your horse through challenging, rocky
passages. The riding can be fast, technical.

Level & Fitness

Riding level : Intermediate to advanced riders that love a bit of speed with several fun canters
every day

To take part in this ride, you must have a competent riding level to be able to stay in control
during group canters on forward-going horses, ride or lead your horse on short technical
passages, get on or off your horse several times a day alone and groom, tack and untack your
horse without assistance. Good physical condition is essential.

5 to 6 hours on horseback each day, except day 4 (ride in the morning and afternoon at leisure
in Uchisar)

28 kilometres (average) each day
Max weight 90kg

Group size & guide

You will be guided by Ibrahim in Cappadocia. He is very knowledgeable about the local history
and culture. He is passionate about his horses and always has their well-being at heart.

4-8 riders.



Accommodation and meals
7 nights in double, twin or triple room (including 2 nights in hotel), 5 nights in camps

- Arrival and departure nights in hotel located in Avanos, it's a picturesque, comfortable hotel
located in ancient stone houses, typical of the local architecture.

- 5 nights in camp / dome tent

Itinerary

Day 1

Arrival at Kayseri or Nevsehir Airport Transfer to your hotel in Avanos.

Day 2 : High Church - Monastery Valley - Cardak

We leave the hotel and drive to Glzelyurt where we meet the horses at the equestrian center.
We will do a short warm-up to the High Church, located on a hill; it has a wonderful view of Old



Karballa and Mount Hassan. Then we will continue via the Monastery Valley to our camping site
at Cardak. (4 hours)

Day 3 : Cardak Village — Kitreli — Yenipinar — Eghrikuyu

On our second riding day, we will follow the Melendiz Mountain path, passing Kitreli and an
historic Greek village called llemi at in the corner of Melendiz. Then, we go through Yenipinar,
where the shepherds used to bring their sheep to water, and finally we will reach our camp in
Eghrikuyu on the edge of Mt Hassan (3268m). (5 hours).

Day 4 : Plateau of Sarnich - Mokyssos — Ihlara

We leave Mt Hassan and We'll ride past the water cisterns in Sarnich and on to Mokyssos
(known as Helvadere today). From the 6th century this was a Roman military base which
controlled the passage from Anatolia to Jerusalem. We will take our picnic here and continue to
Ihlara. Actually this canyon is 14km long and was occupied by Christians who needed to hide
from persecution in years gone by. We will camp on the river side in Ihlara. (5 hours).

Day 5 : lhlara — Selime Monastery — Uzunkaya — Celtek

We will enter the Ihlara Canyon via the village of Belisirma, and ride through, following the
Melendiz River. Parts of this amazing gorge have a depth of 150 to 200 metres. We will arrive at
Selime Monastery, which is probably the biggest monastic village in all of Cappadocia. We then
continue the ride to Uzunkaya and Celtek where we camp overnight.. (5 hours)

Day 6 : Celtek - Kizilkaya — Agiklihdyiik — Akyamacg

Today we continue our ride on this historical trail and visit Agiklihdyiik, which was one of the
first urban settlements in the world, dating from 10,000 years ago. Afterwards, we will continue
on to finish in Akyamac, a village where we will set our camp. (5 hours)

Day 7 : Akyamac — Sivrihisar — Red Church - Guzelyurt

For our last day of riding we will be returning to the farm. Riding through the old Greek village
of Akyamacg and continuing to Sivrihisar. We will pass by the Red Church (a Christian orthodox
church from the 7th century) and finish at our ranch in Guzelyurt, where you will say goodbye to
your horse. (5 hours). Overnight at hotel.

Day 8 : Transfer to Kayseri or Nevsehir Airport




Arrivals/departures and airport transfer.

Please do not book your flight tickets before receiving your booking confirmation email.

BY PLANE via Istanbul (domestic flights to Kayseri)
Airlines : Turkish Airlines , Pegasus and various companies (easyjet, KLM, Alitalia, Onur air, etc).

We recommend you to arrive in the airport between 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. The chauffeur
from Cappadocia Transfer will wait for you at the airport with your name written on a board
and will drive you in 50 mnn to your hotel.

Your guides will join you on Sunday at 8:00 PM for a welcome dinner. On Monday morning, our
chauffeur will pick you up for the 10-minute drive to the ranch.

For the departure it is recommended to take a plane from Kayseri or Nevsehir in the morning,
on the last day.


https://turkishairlines.com
https://www.flypgs.com

Private transfer from/to Kayseri airport will be charged 65 Euros one way (per car), payable to
the driver (in Euros or Turkisk Lira).

For any trouble regarding your arrival, please call us : 0090 (0)534 342 71 71 or on 0090 (0)530
43 43 143 . We are available on whasapp.

BY BUS (to Nevsehir bus station) :

You can also travel to Cappadocia by bus from Istanbul or anywhere in Turkey. Buses are modern
and comfortable (you can book your bus in advance on Obilet). From Istanbul, a one way ticket
is about 25 Euros, and takes about 12 hours (with regular breaks). Buses arrive in the city of
Nevsehir, where you could take a shuttle to the city of Urgup.

You should plan your arrival for the Sunday morning before trail departure and contact us in
advance for directions to the guesthouse we will have booked for you.

Packing List:

Personal equipment

[J Good walking shoes or ankle boots with good rubber soles are essential. Full riding
boots and shoes with smooth soles are absolutely not recommended. It makes the walks
difficult or impossible.

[ Chaps or half-chaps

[J Hard hat. Riding without a hard hat is at the rider's own risk.

[J One liter water flask. In June, July, August, and September, bring 2 x 1 liter

[J Sun protection in summer : hat, sunglasses and sun lotion.

[J In summer, desert cloths; in spring and autumn, bring some warm clothing and a good
waterproof jacket

[J A swimming suit (for the hamam and the swimming pool)

[J  Your own basic pharmacy

[J A small camera with a case logic that you can fix on your belt or on the saddle

[J For the camp trail: sleeping bag, towels, torch, powerbank (to charge your electronic
devices), mosquito repellent, an extra pairs of shoes and few small water proof bags for
crossing rivers

[J Your saddles are fitted with 2 saddle-bags for you to carry your personal belongings for
the day

[J For your comfort, pack several, lighter bags rather than one large, heavy suitcase

Health

For health and vaccine recommendations, please consult your healthcare provider at least 8
weeks before your trip.


https://obilet.com

Country specific information can also be found at National Travel Health Network and Centre

website: https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/countries.

Travel documents

For entry requirements to Turkey for UK citizens, please visit the Foreign Travel Advice website:

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/turkey

For any other nationalities, please contact your local embassy to check entry requirements.
Having the correct travel documents is entirely your responsibility.

Currency & Tipping

The local currency in Turkey is Turkish Lira. Your holiday is fully inclusive so we recommend not
bringing too much local currency. We recommend just bringing enough cash to have a bit of
pocket money for when stopping at cafes along the way and souvenirs.

Tipping your guide is at your discretion.

Cancellation policy

Payment & Cancellation Terms
saddletravel.com

Holidays are confirmed with a 20% non-refundable deposit. The full balance is due 56 days
before the start date.

If you cancel your booking less than 56 days before the start date of your trail we are entitled to
receive full payment, less refunds as follows:

42 days or more before booking date - 50%
30 days or more - 30%
less than 30 days - nil

Insurance

All saddletravel.com customers are required to take out appropriate travel insurance that covers
horse riding and holiday cancellation. Proof of insurance details will be required during the
booking process.


https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/countries
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/turkey

Contact details

+44 1497 888 228 WhatsApp
trails@saddletravel.com

saddletravel.com
The Coach House
Clyro Court
Clyro
Hereford
HR3 5LE
Wales

CN: 05411320

https://saddletravel.com
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