Secret Lands of the Balkans

Weight limit: 90kg
Nearest airport: Split
8 days / 7 nights / 6 riding days

Get away from the hustle and bustle of daily life with this based stay riding holiday at a family
run ranch in Herzegovina. Enjoy daily rides surrounded by nature, wildlife and forests, and then
relax in the evenings at the comfortable guest house which has a swimming pool for you to
enjoy during your stay. Open year round, this holiday caters for intermediate to experienced
riders, but beginners can also be accommodated on request.

The Riding

There is between 3-4 hours of riding per day. Each season brings something different to enjoy,
but highlights of your week include a trail ride to Lake Krenica, travelling through Herceg
Stjepan’s middle age trade route; a visit to RavliCa peCina cave and the ancient Roman
tombstones on route, and canters through the Artemisia herb fields.



Riders need to be of intermediate level and capable of controlling a horse at all paces over open
ground. There are many opportunities to canter, and riders should have a good level of general
fitness due to the hours in the saddle. During the summer there is an option to ride bareback to
Lake Krenica.

There is also a 20x40m outdoor arena at the ranch which is offered to guests to use, and there
are riding coaches on site to assist.

Beginners can be catered for on request. There is no minimum age requirement for this ride.

Guides & Group sizes

You'll be guided by experienced and qualified guides who offer a bespoke riding experience.
Riding groups are a maximum of 8.

Horses and Tack




The horses are mainly Arabians, which is the traditionally used breed in Herzegovina; they are
well schooled and suitable for both beginners and more advanced riders. Many of the horses
have been at the ranch since they were foals, they are well looked after and considered to be
part of the family.

English tack is used on most of the horses, but there are also western and trail saddles available.

Level of riding and fitness

Riders need to be of intermediate level and capable of controlling a horse at all paces over open
ground. There are many opportunities to canter, and riders should have a good level of general
fitness due to long hours in the saddle.

Beginners can be catered for on request. There is no minimum age requirement for this ride.

Accommodation & Dining

There is a guest ranch house with 3 bedrooms, all of which have en-suite bathrooms, a
kitchen/dining room and large living room. There is also a heated swimming pool with views of
the horses and the ranch.



[tinerary

Day 1

Upon arrival to the ranch riders will have time to settle in and meet the other guests. Before
dinner there will be a short introduction from your hosts, who will explain what to expect from
your stay and answer any questions. Dinner will be homemade local cuisine. A snack will be
provided to early arrivals.

Day 2

Each morning starts with a cup of tea or coffee and breakfast at 7am. After breakfast riders will
be introduced to their horses, and after getting them ready there will be a test ride to make
sure you are happy with your horse and that you are a good match for each other.

Lunch at the ranch will be followed by some free time, and in the afternoon you will enjoy
another ride before dinner.

Day 3

After breakfast you will get ready for your trail ride. Riders are encouraged to groom and tack up
their own horses, but help is always at hand if you need it, and your guide will give everything a
final check before you head out.

Today’s ride will take you uphill through the village of Blazevi¢i where you will pass the local
church of St.Luke, who is the patron saint of horses and animals. Lunch will be served back at
the ranch.

Your afternoon ride will be to Lake Krenica; during the summer months this can be ridden
bareback, so you can stop at the lake for a break, take some photos and have a relaxing
afternoon. It is a straight-forward ride to the lake over hay fields with amazing views of
Herzegovina, and you will see wildlife such as rabbits, wild ducks, pheasants and other birds.
Riding around Krenica Lake is well known in local legendary stories.

Dinner will be at the ranch with traditional food and drink with your hosts.

Day 4

After a restful night’s sleep and a good breakfast you and your horse will head out for the day,
crossing the river to the open fields of Artemisia - this is a very interesting riding route through
aromatic herbs and is the perfect terrain for some canters. Lunch will be a picnic out on the
trail, where you can rest in the shade of the trees and the horses can enjoy some grass.

During the afternoon you will head back in the direction of home, riding alongside the river and
passing vineyards on your way. Back at the ranch all the riders help with untacking their horses
and settling them in for the night. Dinner is served at the ranch.



Day 5
This morning sees you passing more vineyards, orchards, and crop fields. You will ride through a

village and follow the route over a hill called Svetigora. After crossing the hill you will arrive in
the valley of Omerovac, which is surrounded by four hills - Svetigora, Krstina, Ograda and Orlov
Kuk. Here you will stop for a picnic lunch and a rest amongst the peace and quiet of the valley. If
you wish you can play a game of football, or try out some traditional games of Herzegovina.

On your way back home you will stop to visit a necropolis of ancient Roman tombstones, some
of which still display carved symbols.



Dinner will be served back at the ranch.

Day 6

Today’s trail is called Matica River - this is a very special riding day as this route was used for the
National Endurance Championship of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2010. You will follow the
well-known river, which changes its name as it passes through each village and eventually ends
up in the Adriatic Sea. A picnic lunch will be enjoyed by the river where the horses can cool
down after the morning exertion.

The afternoon ride will see you return to the ranch for dinner.

Day 7

Today is arguably the highlight of your riding week, as you will be following an interesting route
around the beautiful Lake Nuga. After taking in the views you will climb the hill to the entrance
of the famous Ravli¢a pecina cave, and after enjoying a look around you will continue on your
journey to the spring of the Matica river. This area is well known for the old watermills that
were used to flour grain for bread over the past centuries. Nowadays there are just the derelict
buildings and some pieces of the mills left to see. A picnic lunch will be served by the river,
followed by a short visit to the Pe¢ Mlini park.

After your break you will mount up and head back to Lake Nuga following a different route, and
then continue on to the ranch. Once home you will say goodbye to your horses and make them
comfortable for the night in the barn. A farewell dinner is served at the ranch.

Day 8
Departure after breakfast. Late departures can enjoy a snack before they leave.

Price includes

Accommodation

All meals from dinner on arrival to breakfast on departure plus a beverage
Six days of riding

English speaking guide

Not included

International flights and visas
Transfers (paid locally)

Travel insurance

Tips



International flights & Airport transfers

The meeting point is the ranch, and there are a number of ways to get there. If flying; the
nearest airport is Split in Croatia. You can also get the train to Mostar. Transfers can be arranged
from either the airport, train station or the local bus stop and are paid locally.

Transfers from the airport and train station are €100 each way for a car, or €130 each way for a
minibus (split between travellers).

If hiring your own car the address and driving directions will be given to you upon booking.

What to bring

This is dependent on the time of year you visit; you can expect a mediterranean climate with
warm summers and cool to cold winters.

Jodhpurs/riding trousers
Riding hat

Half chaps and gloves
Riding boots

Long sleeved shirt
T-Shirts

Jumper/fleece
Lightweight waterproof jacket
Evening/day wear
Hat/cap

Warm coat

Swimming costume
Holiday reading

Camera and charger
Toiletries

Sun block

Sunglasses

Mosquito repellent

Copy of your passport/visa/travel insurance

Climate

Bosnia and Herzegovina has largely a continental climate with warm summers and cold snowy
winters, however the ranch is located in the small stretch near the Adriatic Sea that enjoys a



mediterranean climate. The hottest months are June through to September, with an average
daily temperature above 26 degrees celsius. The coldest months are between November and
March, where the temperature drops below 11 degrees celsius. July tends to be the driest
month.

Health

For health and vaccine recommendations, please consult your healthcare provider at least 8
weeks before your trip.

Country specific information can also be found at National Travel Health Network and Centre

website: https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/countries.

Travel documents

For entry requirements to Bosnia and Herzegovina for UK citizens, please visit the Foreign Travel
Advice website: h //www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advi nia-and-herzegovin


https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/countries
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/bosnia-and-herzegovina

For any other nationalities, please contact your local embassy to check entry requirements.

Having the correct travel documents is entirely your responsibility.

Currency & Tipping

Bosnian convertible mark is the official currency, however euros are widely accepted and often
preferred, and many places will also accept American dollars.

The ride price does not include tips, these are paid at your discretion.

Cancellation policy

Payment & Cancellation Terms
saddletravel.com

Holidays are confirmed with a 20% non-refundable deposit. The full balance is due 56 days
before the start date.

If you cancel your booking less than 56 days before the start date of your trail we are entitled to
receive full payment, less refunds as follows:

42 days or more before booking date - 50%
30 days or more - 30%
less than 30 days - nil

Book with confidence — Covid Guarantee:
If the ride operator is closed or you are unable to travel due to lockdown:
1/ The deposit is reissued as a rebooking voucher to rebook anytime.

2/ Any balance payment will be refunded to you in full within 1 week of departure date.

Insurance

All saddletravel.com customers are required to take out appropriate travel insurance that covers
horse riding and holiday cancellation. Proof of insurance details will be required during the
booking process.



Contact details

+44 1497 888 228 WhatsApp
trails@saddletravel.com

saddletravel.com
The Coach House
Clyro Court
Clyro
Hereford
HR3 5LE
Wales

CN: 05411320

https://saddletravel.com
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Amanda Hobson
Expert Vacances
Saddletravel.fr

“Prenez le temps de monter a cheval et de vous ressourcer grace aux vacances a cheval de
saddletravel.fr "

Contactez-nous sur WhatsApp
vacances@saddletravel.fr
+33 374 475 022



